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H gvpotepn meproyn g «€Em peptéo» e Trvou katotkeiton 161 and To TPOIGTOPIKE YPOVIK, EVD 1) IGTOPIKN
dwadpoun g mEPoYNG paivetar vo gumiovtileton Waitepa amd v mepiodo ¢ Bevetokpatiag (120g ar. p.X.)
xat €.t To 1429 u.X., énerta omd aitnuo Tov katoikov g THvov vo mavcel to kadeotdg expuicbmong tov
ynowob Kot va avatedel n doiknon tov 6e Bevetovg guyeveig, dopiotnie péktopag (kvufepviitng) TG ViiGov 0
Bepvapdog Mmoldvng,? dvopa pie 1o omoio £xel cuvdedel eTvpoloyikd To TommvOIo «Bevapdddogy.

O Bevapdddog avantocoetar apelfeatptkd yupw amd dVo €16000V¢, HEGO GE % T

éva tomio 6mov M mETpa, TO Uhpuapo kal 1 EepoAfid cuvBEéTouy pia Waitepn
TOMTIGUIKT LGOYVOpia. O 0IKIGHOG Statnpel LEYPL ONUEPA TV TAPASOGIOKT] TOV
HopON He TIC AMTéG, MOOKTIOTEC KATOIKiEG OV aKkOoAOLOOVV T1 LOPPOAOYiD TOL
€ddipovc.

H npdtn €i6050¢g 0dnyel LEG® OVOOIKMOV GKOAOTATIOV GTY| LIKPT TAaTElR, OTOV
deomolel n ohopdppopn vaouopen kpnvn tov 1958. H kpivn avt amotelel
OVTUTPOCHOTEVTIKO OELYLLOL TNG TOMIKNG LOPUOPOYAVTTIKNG, £PYO LUE VEOKANGIKE Ko
veoPulavivd ototyeia, opyovmpévo yopm omd UVNUEK €160d0 pHe TAOVGLO
YAUTTTO S1AKOGUO KOl OAOYALPT] KOUKOVBAY10, GTNV KOPLOT|, PEPOVGO, TNV EXLYPUOT
«ZYMBOAON THE TO®IAL», £pyo tov Eppavovid A. Bodiyapn.® Ac&id omd v
KpNVN, TO GKOAOTATIO, 08T YOUV GTO EGMTEPIKO TOL XOPLOV, EVM 1| evBeia dradpoun
odnyel otn peydin exkinoio Tov ywpov, Tov Ayo Iodvvn Ogordyo (10 TPHdTO
vaidplo ytiotnke 6to TEAOG Tov 18%° audva, Evd M avaKaivicT] Tov 0AOKANPpOONKE
10 1911), pe mapadoclokés Katolkieg ekatépmbey.

H debtepn eicodog arxorovbel Tov Tepipepelakd SPOLO TOV OIKIGHOD Kot 001 yEl :
£m¢ o WKPO ekkAncakt tov Ayiov Aaldpov, To onoio ktiotnke 10 2010, evd ot =
apYH TG E16650V aPLoTEPE, EEKIVE TO LOVOTLATL PO TOV TEPITEXVO EptoTepihva  OAGVAVen koukouBdya kprvng

. , . . , , Mnyn: ®Awpdkng, 2010
(1843). H eicodog avtn eEumnpetei tnv npdcfacn oty aifovoa ekdNAOCEDY TOV
TToArtioTikob ZvAAdyov Tov Bevapdddov, ydpo mov dnuovpynbnke (1988-89) ue tn cvuilhoyikn tpoondbeia tov
KATOIK®V Y10, VoL PIAOEEVEL OPAGELG TTOL SLOTNPOVV {OVTOVN TNV TOATIGTIKT TOVTOTNTA TOV Y M®PLOV.

10 Babog tov okiopod omdlovtol ot mapadootakés TAvetpeg (1874) 6mov AAAOTE GLYKEVTIPOVOVTAV Ol
YOVAIKEG TOL Y®PLOV Y10 VO TADVOLV povya, Kot SimAo TOVG 01 TEPITEYVES UAPUAPIVEG YOVPVEG, OOV TOTILAV TO.
{da. To onueio awtd, TAoiciopévo amd Thodoia PAAGTNOT, ATOTEAEL XOPAKTNPIOTIKO TAPASETYLLOL TG OPLLOVIKNG
oLVOTTaPENG PLGIKOD Kot avOpmIToYeVoDC Tomiov. Ty avtifetn TAevpd, uetald Tmv 600 £1660MV, 6TO AUYKASL
pe tov ehoumva, ktiotnke to 1980 n pukpn exkAncio tov Ayiov Gavovpiov, n omoia ayloypaenOnke amd tov
okt G, Loypdpo Niko K. Taitn.

Ot katowkieg tov Bevapdadov akoiovfodv Tov Topadoclokd TLUTOAOYIKO yopoktipo tng ThAvou.
Avantocooviolr cuvibmg og 600 emimeda, e TO KOTML va eEumnpetel oty amobhkevon oitnpodv, Aadlod Kot
AYPOTIKAOV EPYOAEIDV KOL TOV EXAVED OPOPO VO, TEPILOUPAVEL 6V0 UIKPES KPEPATOKAUOPES, EVOL LEYOAO GOAOVL UE
Kkapdpo (Borro) kor v xovliva. H dakdounon tov critidv nepthdpupove papudptvovg Qeyyites, oKoAMoTd
vrépBupa, To. 0Toio EEVTNPETOVGAV TOV PLGIKO POTIGHO KOl TOV GEPIGUO TOV KATOIKIOV,* EVD 01 acPecTtmpéveg
VAL pE avOn amoTEAODGAV YOPOUKTNPLOTIKO GTOAISL TOV OIKIGHOD Kol HapTupobv 0yl udvo ) deloteyvio Tmv
HaoTOP@V, OAAG Ko o, Badid KoAAiepynuévn aictntikn avtiAnyn T@v KoToikov Tov yopaktipiie aKoun Kot
TIC O OMAEC KABMUEPIVEC KATOOKEVEC.
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To uowd mepipdAiov tov Bevapdddov vmpée kabBoplotikd yio T SIOHOPE®CT TNG KOOMUEPIVOTNTAG KAl
g ooONTIKNG TV Katoikwv Tov. To £éviovo avayAvgo, ot Loprapo@dpes Thaylés, ot EepoAlfiés, ot avaPaduideg
KoL TO O10pKEG TayVidl TOL KUKAASITIKOV QOTOC TAVM STV TETPO GUVEPUANY GE Ui IO10ATEPT) OTTTIKN EUTELPIAL.
H yeopopporoyia g meployng cvvueaivetar pe T OpnoKeLTIKN) TAPASOGT), TNV TEYVIKY| TNG TETPOS KOL TIG
aypotikéc mpokTikés.’ To éviovo avéyAveo kot ot Wiaitepeg KMpoTikéG cuvOnKkeg emnpéacoy tov TpOmo
0pYEvVOGTC TOL OIKIGHOV Kot TG yempyiag.® T v xodliépysia a&lomomOnke N teyvikn tov avaPoaduidov
(Egponbiag), péBodoc drayeipiong Tov emkAvovg £dGgovg’ Sradedopévn oe mOAAG KvkAadovicta, Kabdg
emrpénel v kKalépysia o £84en pe éviovn khion®. O dpbovog oyiotdMboc g meployhc a&tomomdnke 1660
Y10 TV 0pHOAdYNON TV TOl®V, OGO Kal EDPHTEPO TNV TAPASOGLOKY KATOKia,? YopaKTnpioTiKd oL dlokpivel
KoL TV Topad0GLoKY| apyltektoviky Tov Bevapdddov. H oyéon avt pe to tomio e&ediyOnke otadiaxd og Tpomo
avTIANYNC TOL YDPOV, TNG LOPONC Kot ToV PETPOL. H TéTpa dev anotéhese amAmc 01kodoutko VAIKO, aAAL popéa
LV UNG, TEXVIKNG YVOONG Kol 0loONTIKNG KOAMEPYELOG.

H oyéon tov xotoikov pe 1o pdppopo vanpée opyovikn kot dtaypovikr. [ToAléc and Tig owoyéveleg Tov
Bevapddoov acyolobviav e TV TELVN TNG LOPUOPOYAVTTIKNG, LE OPKETOVS TEYVITEG VO LETOVAGTEDOLV Yol
£pYOcio HETAPEPOVTAC TNG TEXVOYVMGIA TOVG Kot TOAODG 0d anTolg Vo, EmGTpEPovy meplodikd oto vnoi.?
Mdélota, 010 TAOKOGTPOTO TOV YMOPLOL JSlKPIvVOVTOL OKOUN Kol GNUEPH TO OPYIKA TOV VENPDOV
LOPUAPOYALTTMV, KOOMG KOl S1okosuN Tk oyéda - dvon, kapdfia, Tovild — Ta omoia amoTeEL0VV HopTUpic TNG
CovTovig avTg TEXVNES 6TV KOONUEPIVOTNTO TOV TOTOV.

H ovveyng ocvvomopén avBpdmov ko tomiov, m Kabnuepwn emoen pe tOo pappHopo, M medapyio Tng
YEPMVOKTIKNG £PYAsiOG, 0AAG Kot 1 LOVASIKY] TOLOTNTO TOL KUKAADITIKOV (p®MTOG KAAMEPYNGOV [tol Wd1oiTepT
guoloOnoio amévavtt 6T Hopen, otV avaioyio Kot otny opopold. Tomg yU' avtd o Bevapdadog, 0mmg Kot
oAOKANPN M €0 peptd g Trvov, avédeiEe dtopovikd oNUOVTIKOVS LOPUUPOYADTTEG, YAOTTEG KOl EIKAGTUKOVC.
'Eto, n téyvn otov Bevapdddo dev vmnpée TOTé Uio 0moUoVOUEVT dNUIOVPYIKT dpacTNPOTNTA, OAAL 0OPYaVIKO
ototyeio ¢ LONg Kol TNG TOALTIGUIKNAG TOVTOTNTOG TOL TOTOV.

Epnvn Tooxipn,
Apyarordyog kat Iotopukog g Téyvng

Kdatoyn BevapSabdou [eneepyacia Afne ard tn Stadiktuakn mAatpdpua Google Earth, ue anésoon Sedouévwv tou 2024]
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The wider area of the “Exo Meria” (Outer District) of Tinos has been inhabited since prehistoric times, while
its historical development became particularly significant from the period of Venetian rule onwards (12th century
AD)." In 1429 AD, following a request by the inhabitants of Tinos to abolish the system by which the island was
leased out and instead place its administration under Venetian nobles, Bernardo Bolani was appointed Rector
(Governor) of the island.*? His name is considered the etymological origin of the *}"?T‘,'f"f."fg -
place name Venardados (Benardados). RS

Venardados unfolds amphitheatrically around two entrances, within a landscape
where stone, marble and dry-stone walls form a distinctive cultural identity. To this
day, the settlement has preserved its traditional character, with its simple stone-
built houses harmoniously following the natural contours of the terrain.

The first entrance leads, via an ascending flight of steps, to the village square,
dominated by the all-marble, shrine-like fountain built in 1958. This fountain is a
representative example of local marble craftsmanship, combining Neoclassical and
Neo-Byzantine elements. It is organized around a monumental fagade richly
decorated with sculptural ornamentation and crowned by a fully sculpted owl
bearing the inscription “SYMVOLON TIS SOFIAS” (“Symbol of Wisdom”), a work
by Emmanouil L. Voulgaris.*®* To the right of the fountain, a staircase leads into
the heart of the village, while the straight path continues towards the village's main
church, Saint John the Theologian (the original chapel was built at the end of the
18th century, while its renovation was completed in 1911). Traditional houses line
both sides of the route.

The second entrance follows the settlement's peripheral road and leads to the
small chapel of Saint Lazarus, built in 2010. At the beginning of this entrance, on
the left, starts the footpath leading to the village's ornate dovecote (1843). This entrance also provides access to
the Cultural Association Hall of Venardados, a community venue established in (1988-89) through the collective
efforts of the villagers to host activities that preserve and promote the village's cultural identity.

At the far end of the settlement lie the traditional communal washhouses (1874) where the women of the
village once gathered to wash their clothes. Beside them stand finely crafted marble troughs that were used for
watering livestock. Surrounded by abundant vegetation, this area offers a characteristic example of the
harmonious coexistence of the natural and the built environment. On the opposite side, between the two village
entrances, in the small valley planted with olive trees, stands the chapel of Saint Phanourios, built in 1980 and
decorated with frescoes by its owner, the painter Nikos K. Gaitis.

The houses of Venardados reflect the traditional architectural typology of Tinos. They are generally arranged
on two levels: the ground floor (katoi) served as storage for grain, olive oil and agricultural tools, while the upper
floor comprised two small bedrooms, a spacious living room with a vaulted arch (volto), and the kitchen.
Decorative features included marble transoms and finely carved lintels, which provided natural light and
ventilation.®* Whitewashed courtyards filled with flowers formed a characteristic feature of the settlement,
bearing witness not only to the skill of local craftsmen but also to the refined aesthetic sensibility of the
inhabitants, which was expressed even in the simplest aspects of everyday life.

Fully Sculpted Owl
Source: Florakis, 2010.
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The natural environment of Venardados played a decisive role in shaping both the daily life and the aesthetic
outlook of its inhabitants. The rugged terrain, marble-bearing hillsides, dry-stone walls, agricultural terraces and
the ever-changing play of Cycladic light upon the stone created a unique visual experience. The area's
geomorphology is inseparably linked with its religious traditions, stone-building techniques and agricultural
practices.!® The steep landscape and distinctive climatic conditions determined both the organization of the
settlement and local farming methods.'® Agriculture relied on the technique of terracing (dry-stone walling), a
method of managing sloping terrain®’ that is widespread throughout many of the Cycladic islands, as it makes
cultivation possible on steep slopes.’® The abundant local slate was used extensively for wall pointing and
throughout traditional construction,'® a defining feature of Venardados' vernacular architecture. Over time, this
close relationship with the landscape evolved into a particular way of perceiving space, proportion and form.
Stone became far more than a building material; it became a bearer of memory, technical knowledge and artistic
expression.

The relationship between the people of Venardados and marble has always been deep-rooted and enduring.
Many local families practised the art of marble carving, and numerous craftsmen emigrated in search of work,
carrying their expertise abroad before periodically returning to the island.?’ Even today, the initials of young
marble apprentices can still be seen engraved into the village's stone-paved streets, alongside decorative motifs—
flowers, ships and birds—which remain lasting testimony to the living presence of this artistic tradition in
everyday village life.

The continuous interaction between people and landscape, daily contact with marble, the discipline of manual
craftsmanship and the unique quality of Cycladic light fostered an exceptional sensitivity to form, proportion and
beauty. Perhaps for this reason, Venardados, like the entire Exo Meria region of Tinos, has produced generations
of distinguished marble sculptors, sculptors and visual artists. In Venardados, art was never an isolated creative
pursuit but an integral part of everyday life and an essential element of the village's cultural identity.

Eirini Tsakiri
Archaeologist and Art Historian
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Plan of Venardados [adapted from imagery obtained through the Google Earth online platform, using the 2024 data rendering
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